
Interregional Dialogue on Education and Development
in Latin America, the Caribbean and Africa

March 27-31, 2023 - Buenos Aires, Argentina

CONCEPT NOTE

In the Latin American and Caribbean region, education is recognized as a fundamental
human right, a public and social good and a non-delegable responsibility of the States.

Education is an essential tool for achieving integration in solidarity among peoples and
States.

This position was reflected in the Regional Conference on Higher Education in Latin
America and the Caribbean - 2018 which, in line with the fourth Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) of the 2030 Agenda adopted by UNESCO, establishes
"ensuring inclusive, equitable and quality education", to advance in social and economic
transformations that enable the region's countries and citizens to develop the
knowledge, competencies and skills necessary to effectively insert themselves in a
complex and uncertain global dynamic.

For its part, the Declaration of the III Ministerial Meeting on Education of the
Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC) agreed on the
configuration of a "regional space for higher education as an instance of academic
integration and solidarity cooperation that facilitates dialogue and synergies with
extra-regional partners - with special emphasis on South-South cooperation - in close
collaboration with the Latin American and Caribbean Space for Higher Education
(ENLACES), to advance with the agreements proposed in the framework of the Regional
Conferences on Higher Education in Latin America and the Caribbean".

On the African continent, as established in the African Union's Vision 2063, "the
revolution of education and competencies in science, technology and innovation" is
considered a priority axis to achieve the objective of having trained and qualified
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citizens, with the aspiration of contributing to the achievement of a prosperous
continent based on inclusive growth and sustainable development.

For its part, the African Continental Strategy for Education 2016-2025, instituted to
contribute to the vision of a peaceful, integrated continent, led by its own citizens and
occupying a place of relevance in the international community and in the knowledge
economy, aims to provide the human resources necessary to achieve this realization.

These approaches require radical transformations in education systems and institutions
at the national, regional and continental levels. To this end, internationalization between
regions should advocate inter-institutional cooperation based on a relationship of
solidarity among equals for the construction of knowledge, promoting intercultural
dialogue, respecting the idiosyncrasies and identities of the participating countries,
encouraging the organization of inter-university networks and strengthening national
capacities through inter-institutional collaboration and interaction with academic peers
at regional and international levels in favor of sustainable, inclusive and equitable
development of nations.

Within this framework, the meeting for the Interregional Dialogue on Education and
Development in Latin America, the Caribbean and Africa will be held on March
28-31, 2023 in Buenos Aires.

The purpose of this meeting will be to follow up on the work agenda agreed upon at
the Interregional Dialogue Meeting on the role of South-South-North
interregional cooperation in higher education for development: focus on Africa,
Latin America and the Caribbean and Europe, co-organized by the Ministry of
Education of Argentina, CELAC and OBREAL Global, last November 23 in the city of
Barcelona.

The purpose of this meeting was to promote the continuity of inter-regional dialogues
to learn about practices and experiences in the areas defined as priorities by both
regions (climate change, energy, joint research and open science, vocational training and
education for work) and South-South collaboration. As well as the prospects and
importance of expanding this type of multi-regional collaboration that contribute to the
sustainable development and prosperity of our peoples.
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