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This webinar will provide a specific focus on digitalisation trends in the African higher education sector. 
It will explore the current challenges, linked to the wake of the Covid-19 crisis, but also the 
opportunities it has unfolded. It will compare, through case studies and panel discussion, the 
challenges that African and European HEI share regarding infrastructure and also the needs for 
strategies that capitalize on the major changes the HE sector has experienced in the past two years. 
Panelists will explore capacity building needs of staff and students to harness digitalisation and also 
reflect on how Europe and Africa can cooperate in this field. It will place a specific focus on teaching 
and learning as well as on internationalisation, and how digitalisation can underpin their 
transformation. The investments of the African Union and the EU in this respect will be highlighted.  

Format: Introductory, contextual presentation on trends followed by panel discussion.  

Speakers:  

• James Jowi, African Network for Internationalisation: Intro presentation on trends in 
digitalisation and internationalisation in Africa 

• Panel: 
  

o Nodumo Dhlamini, Director of Communications, Association of African Universities 
(AAU)  

o Riina Vourikari, Joint Research Centre, European Commission, Sevilla  
o Prof. Maissa MBAYE – Center for Mathematics Computer Science and ICT,  Senegal 
o Sharon Flynn, Director for Digital Education, Irish University Association (IUA), Ireland  

 

• Moderator: Michael Gaebel, Director of Higher Education Policy Unit, European University 
Association (EUA)  

 

 



 

 

 

Panelists will the engage in discussion and debate, led by a moderator, against a choreography of 
questions. Not all speakers are obliged to answer every question and some will be specifically targeted 
at certain speakers:  

• Has there been a policy shift at the level of countries and HEI when it comes to teaching and 
learning strategies and the extent to which they harness digitalisation? What has changed? 
Can you give examples of national initiatives, policies and platforms?  

• Has there been at shift at the level of HEI? Are they truly exploiting the opportunities that the 
pandemic has opened or are they reverting back to old ways?  

• If they are not, what needs to be done in terms of policies, promotion and capacity 
development? Are there initiatives that European and African institutions could tackle 
together ?  

• How can digitalisation be used for better and more relevant internationalisation of African 
and European higher education  

 

 


