Debate and cocktail reception
Higher education and the SDGs: inter-regional perspectives
17 May, 2022 – 18:15-20:45

Gardens of the Historic Building, Universitat de Barcelona
The Sustainable Development Goals have become a common reference
point in regional for regional higher education (HE) policies. While
it is unanimously recognized that higher education institutions are
major contributors to most SDGs, through teaching, research and
outreach to society, the way this is understood, implemented and assessed by
the HE sector varies greatly across different parts of the world.
In celebration of and as a contribution to the UNESCO World Higher
Education Conference 2022 in Barcelona, OBREAL Global, DAAD, ENLACES
and AAU would like to invite partners to an important discussion and
networking reception on 17 May. The goal of this event will be three-fold:
1. Shed light on the different visions for the relationship between higher
education and the SDGs, as seen from different world regions and their
representative organisations;
2. Share, in a very pragmatic manner, some of the most current initiatives
related to how the higher education sector is embracing and contributing to
the SDGs, and how this is measured.
3. Provide an interregional networking space around this important issue.
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18:15 Opening words
Introduction to the concept of the reception
Opening audience poll
18:30 Lightening round: Panel
How is the contribution of higher education to the attainment of the SDGs conceived
in your region/country?
Panelists will have three minutes each to answer ALL the questions below in the
format of a ‘lightening round’. Their interventions will be timed by a strict and
lively moderator (a bell will be rung at the end of each three minutes and speakers
will be cut off).
 Pick up to three SDGs that you think are most important for universities in
your region/ country.
 Explain your vision for the future on how universities and the HE sector will
best tackle SDGs/contribute to them.
 Describe an ideal initiative, policy or project that could bring this forward.
 Elaborate in a few sentences who you would need to partner with to achieve
these goals. Please be specific.
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Panel
 Dr. Michael Harms, Deputy Secretary General, German Academic Exchange
Service - DAAD
 Prof. Olusola Oyewole, Secretary General, Association of African
Universities – AAU
 Prof. Gaspard Banyankimbona, Executive Secretary, Inter-University Council
for East Africa – IUCEA
 Dr. Zakari Lire, Director for Quality Enhancement, African and Malagashy
Council for Higher Education – CAMES
 Dr. Oscar Dominguez, President of ENLACES and Executive Director of the
Association of Colombian Universities – ASCUN
 Dr. Myriam Moise, Secretary General, Universities Caribbean
Moderator: Elizabeth Colucci, Director for Global Projects, OBREAL Global

19:00 Closing words and initiation of cocktail (Nicolas Patrici, OBREAL Global)
20:45 Close of event
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